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FRENCH -
FLAGS

Reception enjoyed
colouring in French
flags.in reaéiﬁ‘i?és
for learning the -
colours in French.
1t\Was the start
of our fantasfic
language learning
and everyone’
concentrated very
carefully!

Reception enjoyed PE
lessons out on the Sports
Field back in September.
After warming up they
practised key skills including
balancing, throwing and
catching. It was great fun on
a warm and sunny afiernoon.

Our topic on Traditional Tales provided learning across
the curriculum. We en| ] e
‘and thought about how Goldi ]
the Bears. We investigated which mal _
best for the Three Little Pigs to build their hou : 5
painted our own. We learned to work together to pull up 5 e
The Enormous Turnip and how to defend . B ExP‘,O
Grandma from the Wolfl : )

¢ s

Some fantastic learning took place exploring our senses.
After learning about which body paris control each sense,
we began a carousel of activities to bring our learning

to life. For our sense of smell, we decided which our
favourite was between mint, perfume, coffee and fabric
conditioner. For hearing. we made our own shakers,
played them to a rhythm and then played a game of
‘iIdentify the instrument’ based on sound alone. Touch
incorporated hot, cold, rough, smooth, fluffy, silky as

well as great fun playing with gloop and seeing how the
texture changed by adding water. For sight, we learnt
how the lens in our eye works and how bincculars make
things bigger before making our own colourful binoculars.
Qur favourite sense to explore was taste and after
learning that there are four categories of taste, we tried
lemons for sour, crisps for salty and chocolate for sweet.
We weren't keen on the sound of the fourth category —
bitter!

We retold these tales in the traditional

way and made up exciting and innovative
alternative endings. Many Junior da Vincis'
were earned!
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Marvellous Maths

At Crescent we build strong foundations in Maths
investigating and ex

Ploring in a hands-on, practical way.
The children develop their knowledge through daily

rce the concepts whether they are
understand division, or Pizzas to explore
king potions at Halloween to build their

sharing a picnic to
halves, or even ma
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During Michaelmas Term, Reception
had tremendous fun learning about
Festivals of Light.

We got creative with acrylic pens, dessert pots
and clay to make fabulous Diva Lamps for the
Festival of Diwali. These shone and sparkled
bringing joy to our classroom.

We also learned about Bonfire Night and spent
time in "Understanding the World’®, exploring

different sources of light — from streetlights and
torches to the powerful light of the sun.

Reception metamorphosed into___:t’he_ most amazing
putterfiies just in time for He_c'e'pﬁan. Butt_e;ﬂy Day. Fgr
treir topic of ‘Growing -anc_t'Gh'anging' they studied the
jifecycle of butterflies, enjoying the story of 'ﬂ'm _‘{ery
Hungry Caterpillar and created the most amazing
butterfly life-cycle art.

They virtually toured & Butterfly Farm, p_e_z_rfe_rm_eq
a beautiful butterfly dance, had a grand butterfly
parade, got to hold a butterfly in their t}ar_}c_ls.be{qr&
our briliant lepidopterists released their lovely
butterfiies into the flowers at the front of the school.







Year 1 considered the issues our
planet faces. Even at such a young
age, the children felt a responsibility to
do whatever they could to help. They
were creative in showing ways they can
commit by doing simple things such as
picking up rubbish, recyeling more and
choosing to walk to school.

Year 1 welcomed a very special guest in
March, children’s author Michelle Robinson.
Michelle is a prolific writer having written
over 40 books including her brilliant books
The Day The Banana Wenf Bad and She
Rex, which she read aloud and performed to |
the children during her visit.

Michelle entertained and inspired everyone
in a very lively session and the children were
| all eager to put her words of wisdom into
practice and enjoyed writing their very own
funny tales.

| hql.r: ) ur;xh 1,'.‘
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Year 1 had a great time designing, making and evaluating hand
puppets in March. They all decided what character they wanted to ] : . 1T

make and set about drawing and labelling their puppet thinking about ART Po RTRA ITS - IN A
what colours they could use. Sewing came next, followed by decorating

where the features and exiras were cut out and stuck on. cLAss UF THEIR UWN I
Finally, the puppets were played with, and evaluated, and some even

joined forces with a friend to create a mini puppet play. Year 1 discovered how fo ) | R | |

draw their self-poriraits by e
using mirrors, practising

the location and size of

their features, and finally
sketching and colouring their

own artwork. Kiran, Isabella
and Thomas developed their =%

skills so that were sure you’l[
agree, their portraits are very
lifelike! What excellent work.




Year 2 had a fantastic virtual
zoo visit when they got to meet
some furry — and not so furry
—friends.

Educational organisation
Zoo2U joined us to introduce
them to a range of animals,
insects and birds. The children
learnt about where the different
animals live, what they eat,
how they have adapted to their
habitats and got to ask lots of
questions about owls, parrots,
stick insects, kookaburras,
snakes, a bearded dragon and
even a very.cute batiy meerkat.

Everyone enjoyed meeting

the animals and watching the
amusing antics of the meerkats
who were keeping a beady eye
onall the fun.
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French play

Year 2 have studied both French and ~
Spanish this year. They marked the end of |
the Lent Term with a role play at a e, .
vegetable stall.

Madame Tatton was the shop- 0
keeper and the children were L A
the customers._ All spoke with a
lovely French acecent and used
the key phrases practised in
class, such as “je voudrais™
“s'il vous plait” and "merci”.
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| cl A aul . 4 L o 1 LK
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Calder I. (;elling 1ve o LLE AL
Esme Barlow Finlay Hammonds Zahra Nadeem 025 b v ach
Chloe Brosnan Lara Lorimer-Allen Saira Pandhal | Duringthe Lent Terml, Year 4, were .«-;-.\-';"_ : (‘),M ,: : Ji 7
Annalise Capper Harry McBean Yash Patil [ oset 9: Bf”f‘{"‘af‘;: ic;y bg;ig:; Sspud -2 i R el :
Libby Cooke Sam McCormick Ava Sheppard ﬂﬁa'; :ﬁ::’;;'mo < through his own =
Grace Crowfoot Tegan McLeod Bryson Taylor- vention, ‘gumfresh’, & 100 roll that 2 S
Bella Davies Grace Mercer Rarkan | was moist on one side and dry on il
Zara Eccleson Charlie Millward Mya Toor | the other. |
Erin Ferguson Poppy Morris | This time, it was the turn of \fe'ar 4
Ellie Gane Alex Mulhall o come up with their own ‘Billion-

e hound’ ideas for an invention.

Year 4 studied WW2 in History and the children spent the day
attending school as evacuses. The class took part in a range

of activities including listening to war fime music, baking carrot
oqqkies from a ration recipe and planning items to "pac:kﬁifi their
suitcase. Esme brought in a book which featured her great-
grandma‘séﬁ:ry:o’f evacuation from Coventry to Warmingham, and
this really brought this time in history to life for the class.

They certainly rose to the
challenge and there were some

amazing creations.




Year 4 tackle some big topics in Geography.

They explore how earthquakes are caused

and how people in areas prone to earthquakes
prepare for them - The Rock says, ‘Drop,

Cover, Hold on!" Through lockdown children
thought about how the reliance on single use
plastic could be reduced, In the summer term

Year 4 raised money for the Bwengu projects,
choosing to fix school rooves and feed hungry
orphans in Malawi. '

Year 4 considered what the traditional elements
of a fairy tale are and studied three very
different versions of The Princess and the Pea.
The authors had ‘innovated’ the story in exciting
ways, but the plot and characters were the
same.

The children then looked at how to break the
story down into its relevant stages, to lead the
reader through the tale in creative ways. They
each selected their favourite fairy tale and
created a story map, using banners, speech
bubbles, arrows, and colourful illustrations to
bring their tale to life. The results were fantastic,
and they went up on the wall in our classroom.
Well done Year 4!

JOUL

To finish off their Nonsense

Poelry topic, Year 4 studied the

famous poem, The Quangle
Wangle's Hat by Edward

Lear. Over the Easter holiday,
they drew the creaiupes--.fmm
the poem and used their ¥
imaginations to think wnal-they- MR _
might look like. The results Tre crint ol | ® Loty
were fantastic, and they made sl a & i . \
a beautiful display in our e \ . :
classroom. A

Viking Projeets

= _ e - The children spent time developing their own learning styles
- — L ] and skills through the open-ended learning Viking project.
It was fantastic to see the huge range of items created so
beautifully with such attention to detail and authenticity. From
long boats to shields the children really excelled and their work
made a fantastic display!















Crescent’s talented young musicians showcased their
wonderful skills in a superb second virtual concert
in November.

The children were all preparing for music examinations at the end of the
November so the concert was a great opportunity for them to polish their
examination pieces. The petformances included 24 musicians from
Year 3 up to Year 6, and featured

nine different instruments, including

singing, at levels from the Prep Test

up to Grade 5.

Even though school concetts

and performances in assembly
weren't possible, pupils were able
to showcase the results of all their
effort and practising. The results of
the exams were testament to their
dedication.






This year we couldn’t welcome parents into school
for that perennial favourite the Christmas Nativity -
but that wasn’t going to stop us and oh what fun the
children all had filming the nativity plays!

Reception performed A Bundle of Joy, a story of about Grumble,
a very grumpy donkey. The children really enjoyed learning all the
songs and dances that help tell the story of the birth of Jesus and
Grumble’s realisation that life isn't so bad after all.

Pre-Prep’s nativity was The Angel Who Nearly Missed It All and the
children also put en an excellent show. The angel chorus really did
rehearse for hours to be ready to spread the joyous news and we
met a whole host of familiar characters as we followed Late Angel's
dash to join in the fun. The children's singing was magnificent and
they coped with a small technical hitch brilliantly - we bet you didn’t
spot it at alll

The children sang, acted and danced their hearts out and loved
every Christmassy moment and then enjoyed watching the film cosy
and safe at home with their family.

Enjoy the photos of their wonderiul productions!

&é



Mrder Mystery

Finale for Year 6

Tallk About A Murder debuted

in early July to great acclaim.
Written, directed and filmed by
Drama Teacher, Miss Thompson
and featuring our very own Year

6, the end of year production was a
marvellous murder mystery and it
was just superb.

In the previous weeks the school hall had been
transformed into a film set for the cast and crew to
record the different scenes and the eager young actors
were in and out of their costumes and make-up as the
filming progressed. It was all a hive of

activity with shouts of ‘Action” echoing

around the walls.

The stars of the show turned up to the premiere in
dazzling dresses and suits for an evening in the
limelight. Together with their parents they enjoyed a
reception on the school field before the

children waiched their fantastic film in the

school hall.

A huge well done to everyone involved!

‘ ‘ The Year 6 end of year production
was a marvellous murder mystery and
it was just superb. , , 23






- gowndlexs
U8s played their first

ever rounders games against Crackley Hall
and did an excellent job!
Lots of good communication and learning on’
the job meant that they very quickly got into
their stride. In the first game the team narrowly
lost by enly 1% rounders and the seeond by
2% rounders to two strong Crackley teams.
Excellent work by bowler Sofie, and Maisie as
back-stop, meant that the team really started
‘to work well in the field and understand how to
stop the opposition scoring. A fantastic learning
experience and a fabulous start for this team.

The excitement of the U9s was palpable in

their first game of rounders ever. They played
tremendously well growing in confidence with
‘every ball and making amazing progress within the
games. Taking on Crackley A team, they were put
into bat. It was a cautious and steady start and
after scoring 2 rounders they headed into field.
Mya and Alex did a fabulous job mixing up the
‘bowls making it iricky for the Crackley girls to hit,
keeping them to 2 rounders toc and a draw overall.
The second game saw us take on the Crackley
Hall B Team and the progress was incredible,
mavement was quicker, decision making was
quicker, throws to bases were accurate and we:
did a great job keaping Crackley to 1 1/2.

They then stepped in to bat and with Alex

making some huge hits and some savvy running = &
from Chloe the team scored 2 1/2 1o beat the AQ
Crackley B team. . -*_; i
The U10s Rounders team had a steady and B (N

cautious start, making sure to net run each other s L

out Then in the last 10 balls they started topush I —

a bit more scoring 5 1/2 rounders in total. Into
field they went with fantastic bowling by Evie,
accurate long throws from Eva and Katherine to
the solid hands on Chioe on 4th base. Crackiey
went all put taking and capitalising on lots of
risky chanees. Back in to bat for a shorter 2nd
innings we needed to change tactics however,
Crackley fielded well and eventually took the win
11-8.

The U11s retumed to rounders after a long
break from the sport and although they lost

the first game by several rounders they turned
it around in the second game with a switch in
several positions and more tactical awareness.
Great work in the field meant the Crescent girls
contained Crackley well with excellent bowling
by Hattie Fantastic work at 2nd base and 4th
base by Amy and Emme, as well as Esther as
back stop in her first fixture for Crescent School.

%S

‘ ‘ A fabulous effort
by all the children
involved. , ,

-

US8s

The UBs played very well,
with good bowling and
magnificent batting. First
to bat were Alex and Harry
and both got at least one
chance to hit the ball.
After an entertaining 3
overs, Crescent were on
a roll, getting just better
and better. Edward G-H
batted brilliantly scoring 2
or 3 sixes and Edward F
was brilliant at listening to
when he should run.

We did very well when we
were bowling and got 5-7
wickets with a couple of
appeals.

Crescent won the
game after a stunning
performance.

Match report by
Timi.

U9s

It was an impressive

first outing for U9 cricket
team. All the players

put in a brilliant effort,
running well between the
wickets and trying really
hard with their bowling.
Every pair put runs on
the board and they only
lost 1 wicket! After the
first innings Crescent had
scored an impressive 278
runs and with this huge
total to defend they ran
hard in the field to prevent
boundaries restricting
Crackley’s score to 236.

A fabulous effort by all the
children involved.

U10s

Crescent U10s travelled
to Princethorpe to play
Crackley Hall. They
started batting and got off
to a good start amassing
a good score. After that
we went onto fielding
and again started great
with an amazing catch
for Kai closely followed
by Charlotte’'s amazing
bowling getting someone
out. Everyone played
well. It was a very

close match but

in the end we lost

by just 20 runs.

Maieh report
by Hvie.






Co-curricular

Staff have all been keen for the children
to experience different things out of lessons
and so there was no stopping of co-curricular
activities at Crescent School.

We had clubs running before school, lunchtime and
afterschool. We had music, drama, philosophy, times-tables,
boardgames, outdoor learning, philosophy, construction,
sewing, origami, library, podcasting and sport to
name a few.

The children fully enjoyed all that was on offer.

Community Week

This is a week we put in place every year for %
Year 6 to give something back to the local area but

also learn life-skills.

This year we walked around Draycote Water, while we were there we
litter picked, filling a couple of bin bags and Mr Thackway ran a photo
competition, so the children focused on the beauty around them.

Another activity was busheraft, team building and archery with local

company 10:10 Ventures. The children learnt how to light fires and

enjoyed s'mores as their reward, it was good to see them working
together through the day.

On Thursday the children were visited online by Parliament education,
the children learnt about democracy and the workings of the Houses
of Parliament and House of Lords.

Of course we fitted in a few treats like Laser Quest (thanks to a
very kind donation) and a water fight as these children have
missed out on so much through the year without a single
moan and fully deserved their fun.




Year 6 jumped straight into home learning in January without

plinking. Most of the children had entrance exams still to do, so as a school
we were mindful of the pastoral as well as academic support required during
these times. The children could access work from all subjects and there were
regular Teams teaching sessions 100, SO they could meet face to face, listen
directly to the teacher, learn from each other and interact with any questions
and answers,

obligatory challenges to get them away from
K an area of interest that they had: the children

did baking, some even Jideoed themselves cooking a meal, making

smoothies, constructing things (they like Lego), we even incorporated
puppets into our work. This all helped to raise a smile and make life a
little more varied. They made us very proud with their application and
resilience but it was still SO good to welcome Us back into the classroom.

Their form tutor set them non-
{he screen and hopefully spar

Junior da Vincis

Thi i

: IS Year we carried over an
0 home learning,

Pleasure in his Ju

Y awards from th i
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s worked well. Mr Thackway takesa; i
reat
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sticker from him.

Over 150 Full Juni
unior da Vingi:
1055 e Yo Vincis have been awarded to 85 child
. lidren

Ygar 6 f_aced their 11+ and independent
schools™ exams through a time of uncertainty,
dates were often changed, some were ,

online amidst lockdown and home learning
for isome of it. Despite all of this they did
. bril!iantiy and because of their resilience

. st_omism and patience they were reward(;.d
with a delicious breakfast at school




In the Trinity Term, the school travelled
across the continents of the world,
experiencing the delights of what the

world has got to offer without even leaving
the school. Games were played, food was
shared, art was created, dances were
performed, poems were writien, masks
were worn and the children learned about
our world and the vast array of cultures in
an engaging and fun way.










Crescent School
to benefit from
enhanced facilities

In May the school was excited to announce that
planning permission had been granted for the
school to transform a building at the heart of its
campus.

Work on the 250m? building. which was previously leased to Pathfinders
Nursery. started at the end of that month to ensure it would be completed
for the start of the 2021-2022 academic year.

The building, will be known as the Horton Centre, reflecting the school's
origins on Rugby’s Horton Crescent.

Joe Thackway, Headmaster, explains, “Our vision for the Crescent is for
it to be a small but perfect preparatory school. Part of our development
strategy over the last few years has been to upagrade and update our
facilities. This has been constrained by our site and the desire to maintain
the outdoor space we have for sport and recreation ”

“We now find ourselves in the unique position of being able to significantly
enhance our facilities for the benefit of the whole school community. The
Horton Centre will house a classroom for our Year 2 children, a flexible
space for the Performing Arts and our Before and After School wrap around
care will benefit from a new home.”

The approved plans include two new sets of double doors straight out

on to the playground which will especially benefit children attending After
School providing them with the opportunity for outside play. The new Year
2 classroom will also have its own dedicated outside space, while Years 3
and 4 will gain a dedicated break out space. The finish will be similar to the
recent refurbishment of the library and the top of the Green Mile.

The Horton Centre

Once it started, work progressed rapidly and the children were exeited,
keeping an eye on all the changes through the windows in the corridors!

‘ ‘ Our vision for the
Crescent is for it to

be a small but perfect
preparatory school., ,

The
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